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Happy Feet star hits Broadway
By Lisa Trace
Staff Writer

Mumble, star of the 2006 Academy 
Award winning movie Happy Feet, will be 
tapping his way across the New York stage 
on Broadway. 
After his fourth audition to join Broad-

way, Mumble finally got a callback. Dur-
ing his childhood years, he was the under-
dog. With no singing talent like the other 
Emperor penguins, Mumble focused on 
his natural talents of dancing. Mumble’s 
Emperor penguin peers shunned him.
“I was teased a lot by my peers while I 

starred in Happy Feet because I couldn’t 
sing. Once I met my Adelie penguin 
friends, I found my talent acceptable,” 
Mumble beaked. “It inspired me to seek 

out Lovelace for my next step.”
Mumble said Lovelace predicted he’d 

dance on Broadway one day. Mumble took 
the plunge and applied for the Broadway 
Dance Center in New York City.
Mumble said dancing had always come 

naturally. 
He took classes at the Broadway Dance 

Center in New York City during the winter 
months after his escape from the Antarctic 
in 2007. Gloria moved with him to attend 
Julliard to continue her singing career.  
“When Gloria sings, it darn near breaks 

your heart,” Mumble said, reaching over to 
take Gloria’s wing. “The others would sing 
along with her, but I’d catch the tune with 
my feet in the back of the crowd.” 
Mumble joined the line of dancers with 

his Adelie penguin friend, Ramon, in his 
self-written “Heart Song” Broadway pro-

duction. 
Gloria has been hired to be the main mu-

sician, providing her delicate vocals.
“It’s an honor to be singing in Mumbles 

masterpiece. I’m very proud of him,” Glo-
ria said, smiling over at fiancé Mumble. 
The couple was engaged Thursday, the 
night Mumble was recruited by Broadway. 
“Heart Song” will be centered on the he-

roic journey of penguins in the Antarctic. 
It will include dance numbers depicting the 
mate selection process, which is ultimately 
singing that matches the male with the 
female penguin but Mumble switches it up 
with tap dancing. 
“The performance is how my world was 

and how I found my Gloria by just being 
my tap-dancing, misfit self,” Mumble said.
“Heart Song” will premiere in December 

2010. Tickets will go on sale June 1.

Mumble will take the lead in his self-written Broadway performance entitled “Heart Song” December 2010. Fiance Gloria will provide the vocals. 
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